[image: ]Rural Municipality of Ellice - Archie Minutes
March 13th, 2026


The R.M. of Ellice - Archie Council met in regular session on Friday, March 13th, 2026 at the McAuley Municipal office.

Present:	
Reeve:			Barry Lowes		
Councillors:		Angelo Fouillard		Eugene Fouillard
Gab Huberdeau	Marla Dyke		
		Chris Judd		Monica Pethick
				
CAO:			Trisha Huberdeau
		
Regrets:         		Devon Gurniak	
	
			                                           	
								
Reeve Barry Lowes called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

Foreman Report
[bookmark: _Hlk530135478]Roland: Got an estimate for a ¾” torque ratchet, council OK’d purchase of one to share between the shops; Back roads have been opened up; Water plant is functioning well; Grader is getting close to 2000 hour service; Corners on back roads have been blown out with snow blower on tractor – worked well. 

Jaret: Water leak fixed, numbers are back to normal; Workplace Health and Safety surprise inspection at the shop went well; Shop door needs repaired, not opening; Potentially found a replacement motor for the Tandem but would need to ensure it is in good working order first, stay tuned; Skidsteer is repaired and returned; Back roads will be opened up next week. 

Agenda
[bookmark: _Hlk518553985]Resolution 49-26 (M. Dyke / A. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk501020577][bookmark: _Hlk518372327][bookmark: _Hlk60925220][bookmark: _Hlk108511535]BE IT RESOLVED THAT we adopt the agenda as amended.
CARRIED

Minutes
Resolution 50-26 (C. Judd / E. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk60925271][bookmark: _Hlk134616979][bookmark: _Hlk173926972][bookmark: _Hlk179453385][bookmark: _Hlk108511560]BE IT RESOLVED THAT we adopt the minutes from the Regular Meeting held February 13th, 2026 and the minutes from the Public Hearing held March 3rd, 2026.
CARRIED

Accounts
[bookmark: _Hlk518554286]Resolution 51-26 (C. Judd / A. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk60925283]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council of the RM of Ellice-Archie approves the Bank Reconciliation and cheques #11700-11760 & Direct Deposits #371 - #372 totalling $149,629.04 for the month of February 2026 be passed and paid as presented.
[bookmark: _Hlk506208305]CARRIED.

Resolution 52-26 (M. Dyke / M. Pethick)
[bookmark: _Hlk173926998][bookmark: _Hlk489532122][bookmark: _Hlk60925295]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council approves the Budgetary Control Status Report as of February 28th, 2026.
CARRIED

[bookmark: _Hlk506208336]Resolution 53-26 (A. Fouillard / M. Pethick)
[bookmark: _Hlk489532134][bookmark: _Hlk60925308]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the indemnity and mileage for the Reeve and Council for the month of February 2026 be paid inclusive as the amount submitted.  
CARRIED

In Camera
No business to discuss In Camera


Public Hearing 
No Public Hearings scheduled. 

Unfinished Business
Resolution 54-26 (C. Judd / M. Dyke)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council authorizes the CAO to register Roll #302000, #305800, #53200, #53300 and #312800 with TAXervice for Tax Sale Proceedings for the 2025 Tax Sale Year with the Tax Sale date scheduled for November 5th, 2026. 
CARRIED

Resolution 55-26 (G. Huberdeau / A. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk224298585]WHEREAS the Rural Municipality of Ellice – Archie under the authority of The Planning Act, Section 27(2) wishes to request that they be removed from the Mid-West Planning District; 
AND WHEREAS a public hearing was held on March 3rd, 2026 in accordance to section 27(2)(a) of The Planning Act; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council of the Rural Municipality of Ellice – Archie hereby requests the Minister approve our application to withdraw from the Mid-West Planning District. 
CARRIED

Resolution 56-26 (M. Pethick / E. Fouillard)
WHEREAS the Public Utility Board’s Order No. 15/26 directed the municipality to submit a report regarding unaccounted for water loss and our plans to address by March 1st each year beginning 2026;  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council is requesting the Public Utilities Board review and vary the date in Board Order No. 15/26 to April 15th (from March 1st) each year commencing in 2026 so as to be able to include the most recent and up to date water loss numbers processed at the end of the first quarter, March 31st. 
CARRIED

Resolution 57-26 (M. Dyke / M. Pethick)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council authorizes the members of council and CAO to attend the AMM Spring Convention and Mayors, Reeves and CAOs meetings in Brandon on April 21st – 23rd, 2026, expenses to be paid as per policy.
CARRIED

Resolution 58-26 (C. Judd / E. Fouillard)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council authorizes the public works employees to attend the AMM Spring Convention Tradeshow in Brandon on April 22nd, 2026, expenses to be paid as per policy.
CARRIED

Resolution 59-26 (A. Fouillard / E. Fouillard)
WHEREAS the Fire Pumper Apparatus project was approved for grant funding under the Manitoba GRO Program; 
AND WHEREAS the municipality has obtained quotes for Fire Pumper Apparatus from several manufacturing companies; 
AND WHEREAS the council has reviewed a quote from Fort Garry Fire Trucks, an approved vendor of the AMM Canoe Purchasing Group program and is in compliance with their Tendering and Procurement Policy; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to purchase two of the 2027 HV607 SBA 4x2 Fire Pumpers as designed and quoted on February 24th, 2026 by Fort Garry Fire Trucks, payment to be provided by Reserve Funds as detailed in the 2026 Financial Plan. 
CARRIED

Resolution 60-26 (A. Fouillard / C. Judd)
WHEREAS the RM of Ellice – Archie recognizes the importance of sustainable wildlife management within Game Hunting Area (GHA) 22, ensuring healthy wildlife populations, ecological balance, and safe hunting practices; and 
WHEREAS the Province of Manitoba, through The Wildlife Act and associated regulations, sets the guiding framework for hunting seasons and tag allocations; and 
WHEREAS local observations, wildlife population data, and feedback from hunters and landowners indicate a need to formally establish and support defined hunting dates and tag allocations for GHA 22 for the 2026 hunting year; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Rural Municipality of Ellice – Archie hereby supports the following wildlife hunting season dates within GHA 22: 
1. Hunting Season Dates (GHA 22)
· Archery Season: August 28 – September 14 (Antlerless Animals)
· Rifle / General Season: October 13 – Deer Season (Antlerless Animals)
· Landowner Season: September 14 – October 12
2. Tag Allocations (GHA 22)
Council Supports the issuance of the following number of tags for the 2026 hunting year, subject to Provincial approval:
· Elk: 100 total 
i. Archery: 30
ii. Rifle / General: 30
iii. Landowner: 40
3. Submission to Province
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this resolution be forwarded to the Manitoba Wildlife and Fisheries Branch for review, confirmation and final approval of hunting dates and tag allocations for GHA 22. 
4. Public Notice
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT upon receiving provincial confirmation, the Municipality will provide public notice of the approved hunting dates and tag allocation through municipal posting methods, including website and social media. 
CARRIED

[bookmark: _Hlk153455572][bookmark: _Hlk155787081]General Business
[bookmark: _Hlk218856763]Resolution 61-26 (C. Judd / E. Fouillard)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council approves implementing the 2026 Spring Road Restrictions coinciding with the onset of Manitoba Infrastructure Road Restrictions, which come into effect on March 19th, 2026.
CARRIED

Resolution 62-26 (G. Huberdeau / C. Judd)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council of the R.M. of Ellice-Archie adopts the 2025 Year End Unaudited Financial Statements.
CARRIED

Resolution 63-26 (E. Fouillard / C. Judd)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to cancel the remaining balance of Invoice 23.07 and all of Invoice 24.09 to the McAuley Country Grocery & Café for building lease costs; 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT council no longer wishes to collect rental revenue from the McAuley Country Grocery & Café. 
CARRIED

Resolution 64-26 (C. Judd / M. Dyke)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council authorizes the Fire Chief(s) and/or Deputy Chief(s) to enroll in the NFPA 1031 Fire Inspector I & II courses offered by the Office of the Fire Commissioner through the Manitoba Emergency Services College, expenses to be paid as per policy. 
CARRIED

Resolution 65-26 (M. Pethick / M. Dyke)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes Trisha Huberdeau and Hanah Judd to attend the 2026 MMA Leadership Summit in Brandon on May 1st, expenses to be paid as per policy.
CARRIED

Resolution 66-26 (M. Pethick / M. Dyke)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to pay the 2026 levy to the Parkland Regional Library in the amount of $6,210.10.
CARRIED

Resolution 67-26 (E. Fouillard / M. Pethick)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to pay $8,200.00 to the CDC P’Tite Fourche to assist with librarian wages for the 2026 year. 
CARRIED

Resolution 68-26 (C. Judd / G. Huberdeau)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to pay $930.72 to the Parkwest Regional Employment & Development Corporation for the 2026 year. 
CARRIED

Resolution 69-26 (G. Huberdeau / M. Dyke)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes a $225 sponsorship to the MB/NW Ontario Command Royal Canadian Legion’s Military Service Recognition Book.
CARRIED

Resolution 70-26 (G. Huberdeau / C. Judd)
[bookmark: _Hlk224296875]BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to purchase a table for 8 at a cost of $650.00 to support the Manitoba Oilfield Museum and Hall of Fame supper on April 9th, 2026. 
CARRIED

Resolution 71-26 (C. Judd / A. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk224297492]WHEREAS the council has deemed it necessary to purchase a new Quick Attach One Way Plow for the 2021 JD 772GP; 
AND WHEREAS the municipality is in compliance with their Tendering and Procurement Policy; 
AND WHEREAS the municipality shall ensure this expense is reflected in the 2026 Financial Plan; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO to purchase the Quick Attach One Way Plow from Capital I Industries as per their estimate provided on February 25th, 2026 in the amount of $38,500 plus applicable taxes to be paid out of the RM of Ellice – Archie’s Machinery Reserve.  
CARRIED

By-Laws & Policies 
Resolution 72-26 (M. Dyke / A. Fouillard)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council gives second reading to By- Law #01-2026 Organizational By-Law.
CARRIED

Resolution 73-26 (C. Judd / G. Huberdeau)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council gives third and final reading to By- Law #01-2026 Organizational By-Law.
CARRIED

[bookmark: _Hlk213918837]Recorded Vote: 
For: B. Lowes, G. Huberdeau, A. Fouillard, E. Fouillard, M. Dyke, C. Judd, M. Pethick
Against: none
Abstained: D. Gurniak (absent)

[bookmark: _Hlk501021031][bookmark: _Hlk501020706][bookmark: _Hlk530124217][bookmark: _Hlk164253322]Citizen Complaints/Concerns 
No Complaints / Concerns to review. 

Committee Reports
Fire Chief Reports / Incident Reports were reviewed and discussed. 
Council members presented their councillor reports

Communications
FROM	DISPOSITION
1. Thank You from MMF re: Louis Riel Days	NOTED & FILED

Resolution 74-26 (C. Judd / E. Fouillard)
WHEREAS section 163(2) of The Municipal Act states that council must hold a public hearing prior to adopting the financial plan; 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council selects Friday, April 10th, 2026 at 10:00 am as the Public Hearing Date for the 2026 Financial Plan to be held in the RM of Ellice – Archie Chambers, notices to be posted.
CARRIED

Councillor G. Huberdeau departed meeting at 12:10pm
Councillor C. Judd departed meeting at 12:30pm


Delegations
2:15 pm: Members from Manitoba Transportation & Infrastructure and EMO (Angela Howells,  Evan Graham, Erin Robbins, Fisaha Unduche, John Logan, Habtamu Tolossa, Kibreab Assefa and myself. Attending virtually, Amy Currie and Chris Propp). Discussion held  regarding concerns around the Flood Risk Mapping and new building to one in 200 year flood level requirements. MTI is working on an emergency plan which would include suitable temporary measures to raise level of dike protecting the town of St. Lazare until permanent raising can be achieved. Council requested that should such a plan be put in place, that we are able to use the revised flood risk mapping for properties in and around St. Lazare as a result of the dike being raised to the one in 200 year level. 

Adjournment		
[bookmark: _Hlk142482799][bookmark: _Hlk108511824][bookmark: _Hlk145580191][bookmark: _Hlk182393955][bookmark: _Hlk527025345]Resolution 75-26 (M. Pethick / E. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk177366098][bookmark: _Hlk116460320][bookmark: _Hlk179453629][bookmark: _Hlk60925535]BE IT RESOLVED THAT we adjourn.  The RM of Ellice-Archie is to regular session:  Friday, April 10th, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. in McAuley.
CARRIED.

Meeting adjourned at: 3:14 PM




____________________________      	_____________________________
Barry Lowes, Reeve	Trisha Huberdeau, CAO
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