[image: ]Rural Municipality of Ellice - Archie Minutes
May 8th, 2026


The R.M. of Ellice - Archie Council met in regular session on Friday, May 8th, 2026 at the McAuley Municipal office.

Present:	
Reeve:			Barry Lowes		
Councillors:		Angelo Fouillard		Eugene Fouillard
Gab Huberdeau	Marla Dyke		
		Chris Judd		Monica Pethick
		Devon Gurniak
		
CAO:			Trisha Huberdeau
		
Regrets:         			
	
			                                           	
								
Reeve Barry Lowes called the meeting to order at 8:57 am.

Foreman Report
[bookmark: _Hlk530135478]Roland: Requests CAO send a letter to the WDS supervisor in St. Lazare to clean up the site, trash everywhere; Burning cage needs replaced – suggested to just get rid of it but Council directed him to get it replaced and keep it in use; Semi pickup today, loader was in pit yesterday on plains and pile is not frozen, gravelling to start next week; Very little gravel will be required in Ward 2 this year, just spot gravelling mostly; Silver Creek repair held well, only a few stones moved, one pipe is currently blocked with something lodged inside, will try and free up next week, opening SC crossing today; Will continue to look into the Graham well issues to determine if it is too much silt affecting the water output, new breaker to be installed; Street sweeper rental went well; Going to see demo on gravel reclaimer attachment for the grader in Birtle. 

Jaret: absents (report provided): received a quote to replace the guts in the 4” water meter monitoring water coming to town from the WTP ($2500), recommended replaced every 5 years, meter was installed in 2014; Blew 2 hydraulic lines on front of grader and transmission line repair; Hydraulic lines from pump to centre of grader were replaced as well as all circle shims; M. Gagnon interested in looking for a replacement engine for the Tandem if council approves; Culvert running full on Poole road, not going over road anymore; Almost all sites cleaned up from where runoff went over roads; Hope to get water on in the park next week; Ready for a Shipping Container for storage of items from old shop. 

Agenda
[bookmark: _Hlk518553985]Resolution 107-26 (M. Dyke / C. Judd)
[bookmark: _Hlk501020577][bookmark: _Hlk518372327][bookmark: _Hlk60925220][bookmark: _Hlk108511535]BE IT RESOLVED THAT we adopt the agenda as amended.
CARRIED

Minutes
Resolution 108-26 (A. Fouillard / E. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk60925271][bookmark: _Hlk134616979][bookmark: _Hlk173926972][bookmark: _Hlk179453385][bookmark: _Hlk108511560]BE IT RESOLVED THAT we adopt the minutes from the Regular Meeting held April 10th, 2026.
CARRIED

Accounts
[bookmark: _Hlk518554286]Resolution 109-26 (D. Gurniak / A. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk60925283]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council of the RM of Ellice-Archie approves the Bank Reconciliation and cheques #11826-11897 & Direct Deposits #375 - #376 totalling $813,348.65 for the month of April 2026 be passed and paid as presented.
[bookmark: _Hlk506208305]CARRIED.

Resolution 110-26 (G. Huberdeau / C. Judd)
[bookmark: _Hlk173926998][bookmark: _Hlk489532122][bookmark: _Hlk60925295]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council approves the Budgetary Control Status Report as of April 30th, 2026.
CARRIED

[bookmark: _Hlk506208336]Resolution 111-26 (G. Huberdeau / D. Gurniak)
[bookmark: _Hlk489532134][bookmark: _Hlk60925308]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the indemnity and mileage for the Reeve and Council for the month of April 2026 be paid inclusive as the amount submitted.  
CARRIED

Councillor M. Pethick arrived at the meeting 9:25am

Delegations
9:25 am: HyLife Representatives (Virtual) – absent, will reschedule.
9:33 am: Phil Dupont – Tesla EV Stations – presented his idea to council to have EV stations installed in St. Lazare. He is looking for a location on Main street, inquired about the lot owned by the municipality beside the Credit Union, or the lot next to it owned by D. Gurniak. He is not looking for funding from the municipality. He is willing to do the legwork to find grants available. Council requested a more detailed project plan with concrete numbers, funding opportunities and with a site plan for each lot suggested to better determine the best way forward. 

In Camera
Resolution 112-26 (M. Dyke / M. Pethick)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Ellice – Archie Council do now move into an “In Camera Session”, with the discussions to remain confidential.
CARRIED

Discussion regarding personnel was held. 

Resolution 113-26 (G. Huberdeau / E. Fouillard)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the “In Camera Session” be adjourned and that the council resume the business on the agenda.
CARRIED

Public Hearing 
No Public Hearings Scheduled 

Unfinished Business
Resolution 114-26 (A. Fouillard / M. Pethick)
WHEREAS the Minister of Municipal and Northern Relations has reviewed and approved the municipality’s application to withdraw from the Mid-West Planning District; 
AND WHEREAS the CAO has posted an advertisement to receive applications for a Building Inspector; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council authorizes the CAO to accept the offer from Darren Cuthill Engineering Ltd to provide their services to the municipality as the Class 1 Building Official for all planning and development applications with terms of employment as outlined in their Contract Labour Agreement.
CARRIED

Resolution 115-26 (M. Dyke / M. Pethick)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council authorizes the CAO to accept the offer from Joel Lewis to provide their services to the municipality as the Assistant Building Official as requested by the administration or the Building Inspector with terms of employment as outlined in their Contract Labour Agreement.
CARRIED

Resolution 116-26 (M. Dyke / A. Fouillard)
WHEREAS the Minister of Municipal and Northern Relations has reviewed and approved the municipality’s application to withdraw from the Mid-West Planning District; 
AND WHEREAS the council of the RM of Ellice – Archie has hired Darren Cuthill Engineering Ltd as their building official;  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council requests the Mid-West Planning District to designate Darren Cuthill Engineering Ltd for the RM of Ellice – Archie until such a time as The Planning Districts Regulation has been formally amended. 
CARRIED

Citizen Complaints/Concerns 
1. S. Wegner re: Welwyn St property – Mr. Wegner entered the chambers at 9am and demanded to be present his complaint to council. The CAO advised him that he did not have a delegation and therefore could not address council. She stated he could be present during the meeting but could not speak unless registered as a delegation. He asked when his complaint would be read as he wanted to make sure the council was reading the whole complaint. The Reeve told him it was on the agenda but we could not give him a firm time. He left and returned several minutes later, he chose to sit outside the office until the complaint was addressed. The Reeve suggested we move up this item on the agenda and went out to notify Mr. Wegner. The Reeve read the complaint in full to council. The council agreed to inspect the property after the council meeting was adjourned for the day and work with the landowner for remediation. 

[bookmark: _Hlk224298585]Resolution 117-26 (C. Judd / M. Pethick)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council of the Rural Municipality of Ellice – Archie has reviewed and approves the Gravel Road Assessment Data Collection Policy as presented. 
CARRIED
[bookmark: _Hlk153455572][bookmark: _Hlk155787081][bookmark: _Hlk218856763]
Resolution 118-26 (G. Huberdeau / D. Gurniak)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council authorizes the CAO to transfer the $10,000 donation from South Bow Infrastructure Holdings for the Fire Truck Project into the Fire Reserve Fund.  
CARRIED

General Business
Resolution 119-26 (A. Fouillard / E. Fouillard)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council authorizes the members of council and CAO to attend the Midwestern District Meetings on June 17th in Minnedosa, expenses to be paid as per policy. 
CARRIED

Resolution 120-26 (C. Judd / E. Fouillard)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council authorizes the CAO to upgrade the RF Now internet package that supplies the McAuley Municipal Office, Fire Hall and Arena/Campground as per quote provided; 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the council authorizes the CAO to switch phone and fax services for the McAuley office and Fire Hall to RF Now and cancel our Bell MTS services with the understanding that the phone/fax numbers will not change. 
CARRIED

Resolution 121-26 (C. Judd / M. Pethick)
WHEREAS our municipality is located in an area experiencing high to extreme fire danger due to dry conditions and strong winds creating dangerous conditions for grass and wildfires;  
AND WHEREAS the council has adopted a Burning By-Law #03-2020 granting them authority to regulate burning practices within the RM of Ellice – Archie; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council of the RM of Ellice – Archie enacts By-Law #03-2020 and implements a Burning Restriction (Section 7) effective May 6th and to remain in effect until further notice, notices posted accordingly and Office of Fire Commissioner to be notified. 
CARRIED

Resolution 122-26 (M. Pethick / A. Fouillard)
WHEREAS municipalities across Manitoba are increasingly challenged by derelict and abandoned buildings that pose risks to public safety, attract vandalism and criminal activity, and negatively impact property values and community well-being: 
AND WHEREAS the cost of demolishing and properly disposing of these structures is significant and places considerable financial strain on municipalities, particularly those with limited tax bases; 
AND WHEREAS the Province of Saskatchewan has introduced a Derelict Building Pilot Project that allows municipalities to conduct controlled burns of derelict buildings, including under certain conditions those on private property, providing a cost-effective and efficient method of removal while supporting firefighter training opportunities; 
AND WHEREAS such a program has the potential to improve public safety, reduce municipal costs, support emergency services training, and promote community revitalization and economic development; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Rural Municipality of Mountain hereby request the Association of Manitoba Municipalities to lobby the Province of Manitoba, to consider the development and implementation of a pilot program similar to Saskatchewan’s Derelict Building Pilot Project; 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this program include appropriate environmental, safety, and regulatory safeguards to ensure responsible implementation while providing municipalities with practical tools to address derelict properties. 
CARRIED

Resolution 123-26 (M. Dyke / E. Fouillard)
WHEREAS the RM of Ellice – Archie has established an incentive program to attract new residents and businesses to the area (By-Law #08-2025); 
AND WHEREAS The Municipal Act, Section 261.2(1) states a council may by by-law establish a financial assistance program; 
AND WHEREAS financial assistance means a tax credit for municipal taxes or a grant: 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT we approve the application for Incentive Program Tax Credit to Roll #105900, as per application received April 14th, 2026. 
CARRIED

Resolution 124-26 (C. Judd / A. Fouillard)
WHEREAS the council has received a Rural Approach Application Form from Ja-Lyn Farms requesting an Agricultural Approach into the SE-6-16-29 W; 
AND WHEREAS Part 2(1) of the RM of Ellice – Archie’s Rural Approach Policy authorizes one approach required for agricultural purposes on each side of the ¼ section which borders a Municipal Road Allowance, at the municipal expense; 
AND WHEREAS there is no existing approach into the SE-6-16-29 W on the half mile being requested; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council approves the Rural Approach Application Form from Ja-Lyn Farms requesting an Agricultural Approach into the SE-6-16-29 W, and shall proceed with working with the landowner to have work completed at municipal cost. 
CARRIED

By-Laws & Policies 
Resolution 125-26 (C. Judd / E. Fouillard)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council gives second reading to By- Law #03-2026 Tax Levy By-Law for 2026.
CARRIED

Resolution 126-26 (A. Fouillard / D. Gurniak)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council gives third and final reading to By- Law #03-2026 Tax Levy By-Law for 2026.
CARRIED

Recorded Vote: 
For: B. Lowes, G. Huberdeau, A. Fouillard, E. Fouillard, M. Dyke, C. Judd, M. Pethick, D. Gurniak
Against: none
Abstained: none

Resolution 127-26 (M. Dyke / C. Judd)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council gives first reading to By- Law #04-2026 Building By-Law.
CARRIED

Resolution 128-26 (M. Pethick / C. Judd)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council gives first reading to By- Law #05-2026 Zoning By-Law Amendment.
CARRIED

Resolution 129-26 (M. Dyke / A. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk192763440]WHEREAS section 74(1) of The Planning Act states that council must hold a public hearing to receive written or verbal representation from any persons who wish to make them in respect to the Municipality of Ellice – Archie’s amendments to the Zoning By-Law #05-2019 and give notice of the hearing in accordance with section 168; 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council selects Friday, July 10th, 2026 at 10:00 am as the Public Hearing Date for the municipality’s Zoning By-Law Amendments to be held in the RM of Ellice – Archie Chambers, notices to be posted.
CARRIED

[bookmark: _Hlk501021031][bookmark: _Hlk501020706][bookmark: _Hlk530124217][bookmark: _Hlk164253322]Citizen Complaints/Concerns 
2. G. Fulham re: Damaged Texas gate on the N of 34-17-29 – CAO presented the complaint to council and report from the Foreman who was also notified of the issue. Council directed the CAO to have the Foreman have it repaired.

Committee Reports
Fire Chief Reports / Incident Reports were reviewed and discussed. 
Council members presented their councillor reports

Communications
FROM	DISPOSITION
1. Thank You from Birtle Regional Health, Palliative Care Donation	NOTED & FILED

Adjournment		
[bookmark: _Hlk142482799][bookmark: _Hlk108511824][bookmark: _Hlk145580191][bookmark: _Hlk182393955][bookmark: _Hlk527025345]Resolution 130-26 (A. Fouillard / G. Huberdeau)
[bookmark: _Hlk177366098][bookmark: _Hlk116460320][bookmark: _Hlk179453629][bookmark: _Hlk60925535]BE IT RESOLVED THAT we adjourn.  The RM of Ellice-Archie is to regular session:  Friday, June 12th, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. in McAuley.
CARRIED.

Meeting adjourned at: 12:45 PM




____________________________      	_____________________________
Barry Lowes, Reeve	Trisha Huberdeau, CAO
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