[image: ]Rural Municipality of Ellice - Archie Minutes
October 9th, 2026


The R.M. of Ellice - Archie Council met in regular session on Friday, October 9th, 2026 at the McAuley Municipal office.

Present:	
Reeve:			Barry Lowes		
Councillors:		Angelo Fouillard		Eugene Fouillard
Devon Gurniak	Chris Judd		
	Monica Pethick			
		
	
CAO:			Trisha Huberdeau
		
Regrets:         		Marla Dyke		Gab Huberdeau
	
			                                           	
								
Reeve Barry Lowes called the meeting to order at 9:10 am.

Foreman Report
[bookmark: _Hlk530135478]Roland: Widened the approaches that were on the list for the year; cutting ditches now, should be mostly done next week; Bit more gravel hauling to be done, but almost completed; Will be getting salt to mix with the sand this year for the streets – just the sand freezes too hard; Trailer was stolen and quickly recovered by the RCMP and returned, no damage; Cameras will be installed at the shop and a fence/gate to be installed as well; New PTO shaft needed again for the tractor/mower; Huybrecht wants pit run hauled but council confirmed we will not be hauling any pit run with our belly dump trailer; DEF tank issue corrected on the grader; Qu’Appelle trail access for C. Bell was inspected – RM has given and will maintain access to the tracks / property border but private crossings should be landowners responsibility, the grader work for this location will have to wait until ground is frozen. 

Jaret: Speed signs might need batteries, charging them and will see if they work; Ditch mowing is still underway; Mulching will be done this fall; Campground will be winterized next week; Some back roads still need gravelling done once the truck has completed the work in St. Lazare; Getting roads ready for winter. 

Agenda
[bookmark: _Hlk518553985]Resolution 198-26 (M. Pethick / D. Gurniak)
[bookmark: _Hlk501020577][bookmark: _Hlk518372327][bookmark: _Hlk60925220][bookmark: _Hlk108511535]BE IT RESOLVED THAT we adopt the agenda as presented.
CARRIED

Minutes
Resolution 199-26 (C. Judd / E. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk60925271][bookmark: _Hlk134616979][bookmark: _Hlk173926972][bookmark: _Hlk179453385][bookmark: _Hlk108511560]BE IT RESOLVED THAT we adopt the minutes from the Regular Meeting held September 11th, 2026.
CARRIED

Accounts
[bookmark: _Hlk518554286]Resolution 200-26 (A. Fouillard / E. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk60925283]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the RM of Ellice-Archie approves the Bank Reconciliation and cheques #12181 - 12259 & Direct Deposits #385 - #386 totalling $231,847.82 for the month of September 2026 be passed and paid as presented.
[bookmark: _Hlk506208305]CARRIED.

Resolution 201-26 (D. Gurniak / A. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk173926998][bookmark: _Hlk489532122][bookmark: _Hlk60925295]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council approves the Budgetary Control Status Report as of September 30th, 2026.
CARRIED

[bookmark: _Hlk506208336]Resolution 202-26 (M. Pethick / A. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk489532134][bookmark: _Hlk60925308]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the indemnity and mileage for the Reeve and Council for the month of September 2026 be paid inclusive as the amount submitted.  
CARRIED

In Camera
No business to discuss

Delegations
No Delegations Scheduled

Public Hearing 
No Public Hearings scheduled

Unfinished Business
Resolution 203-26 (D. Gurniak / M. Pethick)
WHEREAS the Manitoba Growth, Renewal, and Opportunities for Municipalities (Manitoba GRO) Program has been released and is open for applications until October 23rd; 
AND WHEREAS the St. Lazare Sportsgrounds is in need of a permanent shelter to enhance tourism and recreational opportunities for the community; 
AND WHEREAS the St. Lazare Athletics volunteer organization has fundraised for years and the municipality is budgeting for this project in the 2027 financial plan and will donate materials and labour to the project; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the RM of Ellice – Archie authorizes the CAO to submit an application to the Manitoba GRO program to assist with the construction of a St. Lazare Sportsgrounds Pavilion.
CARRIED

Resolution 204-26 (M. Pethick / E. Fouillard)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council of RM of Ellice – Archie, hereby approves the audited consolidated financial statements and take full responsibility for the financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2025.
CARRIED

Planning & Development
CAO presented open permit file updates to the Council 

Resolution 205-26 (D. Gurniak / A. Fouillard)
WHEREAS the Council has received and reviewed a Proposal to Subdivide N-09-18-28-W, Subdivision File No: 4101-26-8868 from Manitoba Municipal and Northern Relations, Community Planning; 
AND WHEREAS the Council has discussed the application for subdivision for the purpose of subdividing a single lot of 26.39 acres from the surrounding farmland leaving a residual of 607.43 acres;
AND WHEREAS the applicant has indicated that the driveway will not be shared and that no new public road will be required;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council approves the Subdivision File No: 4101-26-8868 with the following conditions: 
1) That a conditional use be obtained for the Non-Farm Dwelling to ensure compliance with the Zoning By-Law.
2) That a variance order be obtained for the Proposed Lot 1, increasing the site area from 10 acres to 26.39 acres within the “AG” Agricultural General zone as necessary to ensure compliance with the Zoning By-Law. 
3) That a variance order be obtained for the Proposed Lot 1, decreasing the site width from 200 feet to 158 feet within the “AG” Agricultural General zone as necessary to ensure compliance with the Zoning By-Law.
CARRIED

General Business
Resolution 206-26 (C. Judd / D. Gurniak)
WHEREAS the Board of Revision for the RM of Ellice – Archie for the 2027 Assessment Roll has been scheduled for November 13th, 2026 at 10:00am; 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the RM of Ellice – Archie do hereby appoint the members of Council as the Board of Revision, Reeve as the Presiding Officer of the Board of Revision, and the CAO as the Secretary of the Board of Revision
CARRIED

Resolution 207-26 (M. Pethick / E. Fouillard)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council approves the St. Lazare Fire Hall roof repair estimate from Foam Tech Co on September 28th for $2,300 plus applicable taxes. 
CARRIED

Resolution 208-26 (C. Judd / M. Pethick)
WHEREAS the next Municipal General Election is scheduled to take place on October 28th, 2026; 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council schedules the Inaugural Meeting of the newly elected Council for Friday, October 30, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.; and. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT all candidates shall be notified of the date and time of the Inaugural Meeting. 
CARRIED

Resolution 209-26 (M. Pethick / E. Fouillard)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council authorizes the Reeve, council members and CAO to attend the AMM Fall Convention & Trade Show in Brandon, November 24th – 26th, 2026, expenses paid as per policy.
CARRIED

Councillor C. Judd departed the meeting at 10:36 am. 

Resolution 210-26 (D. Gurniak / M. Pethick)
	WHEREAS the existing five-year agreement between the Municipality and the Border Regional Library is set to expire on December 31st, 2026; 
AND WHEREAS the CAO received proposed revisions to Clauses 22 and 23 of the agreement on September 16th, 2026, along with a request from the Border Regional Library Board for the Council to approve the proposed amendments prior to the October 2026 municipal election;  
AND WHEREAS Clause 18 of the existing agreement states the Board shall provide any revisions to the member municipalities by February 1st of the final year of the agreement for consideration and approval; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the RM of Ellice – Archie is requesting a one-year extension to the existing agreement, to December 31, 2027, in order to provide the Council with adequate time to properly review and discuss the proposed revisions to the agreement with any further amendments to be brought before the Council no later than February 1st of 2027.  
CARRIED

Resolution 211-26 (D. Gurniak / A. Fouillard)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council authorizes a sponsorship to the AAA Yellowhead Chiefs Hockey on behalf of Brody Bohemier in the amount of $150.00.
CARRIED

Resolution 212-26 (E. Fouillard / M. Pethick)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council authorizes a grant to the Russell & Area Food Connections Inc in the amount of $500.00 for the 2026 year. 
CARRIED

Resolution 213-26 (A. Fouillard / D. Gurniak)
	WHEREAS the Council has received approval request from RF Now Roll No. 106200 (Kennedy 203 McAuley Ave);
AND WHEREAS RF Now met on site with the Public Works Foreman to review the proposed installation route and the location of existing municipal utility infrastructure;
AND WHEREAS RF Now has provided a revised installation route on September 25th; 
AND WHEREAS the Council wishes to ensure that RF Now’s fiber installation does not interfere with or encroach upon municipal water infrastructure in the area; 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council grants conditional approval for the proposed installation route for Roll No. 106200, Kennedy, Project Z1-26-31089, 203 McAuley Ave, subject to RF Now contacting the Public Works Foreman prior to commencing work and ensuring that municipal Public Works staff are present on site during installation to verify that the fiber line is installed at an acceptable distance from municipal water infrastructure and does not create conflicts with existing municipal utilities.  
CARRIED

Resolution 214-26 (A. Fouillard / E. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk242437728]WHEREAS the Council received a letter from the Chair of the Fort Ellice Local organization in St. Lazare proposing to return the community hall ownership and operation to the Municipality; 
AND WHEREAS the Offer to Purchase that was signed in August of 2022 when the Municipality sold this property to the Red River Metis Fort Ellice Local for $1.00 included several conditions, one of which giving the RM of Ellice – Archie the first right of refusal to purchase the property back for $1.00; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Ellice – Archie does not wish to act on the condition of first right of refusal in the Offer to Purchase agreement and encourages the Red River Metis Fort Ellice Local organization to engage with the Manitoba Metis Federation for funding opportunities available for capital improvements; 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Council will waive the taxes for the property for the 2027 and 2028 years and the Utility costs for the remainder of 2026, 2027 and 2028.  
CARRIED

Resolution 215-26 (M. Pethick / D. Gurniak)
WHEREAS the Council of the RM of Ellice – Archie received the 2025 audited financial statements from Sensus Partnerships; 
AND WHEREAS the Lagoon Project initiated in 2016 has been frustrated and is no longer proceeding, resulting communications between the Public Utilities Board and the Municipality’s auditors regarding the treatment of the project costs as per PUB Board Order No. 15-26; 
AND WHEREAS as a result of these discussions, the $36,958.76 in costs previously recorded as an Asset Under Construction were expensed in the 2025 financial statements; 
	AND WHEREAS the McAuley Water and Wastewater Utility incurred an overall deficit of $43,545 for the 2025 year; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the RM of Ellice – Archie authorizes the CAO to apply to the Public Utilities Board for approval to utilize the McAuley Water and Wastewater Utility’s Accumulated Surplus to recover the $43,545 deficit incurred in 2025 fiscal year.
CARRIED

Resolution 216-26 (E. Fouillard / A. Fouillard)
WHEREAS the Council of the RM of Ellice – Archie received the 2025 audited financial statements from Sensus Partnerships; 
AND WHEREAS the Lagoon Project initiated in 2016 and the Wastewater Treatment Facility in 2020 have been frustrated and are no longer proceeding, resulting communications between the Public Utilities Board and the Municipality’s auditors regarding the treatment of these project costs as per PUB Board Order No. 15-26; 
AND WHEREAS as a result of these discussions, the $67,404.81 for the St. Lazare Lagoon and $13,700.00 for the St. Lazare Wastewater Treatment Facility in costs previously recorded as an Assets Under Construction were expensed in the 2025 financial statements; 
	AND WHEREAS the St. Lazare Water and Wastewater Utility incurred an overall deficit of $109,044 for the 2025 year; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the RM of Ellice – Archie authorizes the CAO to apply to the Public Utilities Board for approval to utilize the St. Lazare Water and Wastewater Utility’s Accumulated Surplus to recover the $109,044 deficit incurred in 2025 fiscal year.
CARRIED

By-Laws & Policies 
No By-Laws or Policies to Review 

[bookmark: _Hlk501021031][bookmark: _Hlk501020706][bookmark: _Hlk530124217]Citizen Complaints/Concerns 
No Complaints / Concerns to Review 

Reeve, Councillor, LUD, Fire Chief, CAO & Foreman Reports
Fire Chief Reports / Incident Reports were reviewed and discussed. 
Council members presented their councillor reports

Communications
FROM	DISPOSITION1. 
1. AWWD Elisha Johnson-Jensen Resignation	NOTED & FILED
2. Prairie View Municipality – Public Notice Zoning BL Amendment (Oct 13.26)	NOTED & FILED
3. RM of Wallce - Woodworth – Public Notice Zoning BL Amendment (Oct 15.26) NOTED & FILED
4. RM of Wallce - Woodworth – Public Notice Zoning BL Amendment (Oct 27.26) NOTED & FILED

Adjournment		
[bookmark: _Hlk142482799][bookmark: _Hlk108511824][bookmark: _Hlk145580191][bookmark: _Hlk182393955][bookmark: _Hlk527025345]Resolution 217-26 (A. Fouillard / E. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk177366098][bookmark: _Hlk116460320][bookmark: _Hlk179453629][bookmark: _Hlk60925535]BE IT RESOLVED THAT we adjourn.  The RM of Ellice-Archie is to regular session:  Friday, November 13th, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. in McAuley.
CARRIED.

Meeting adjourned at: 11:35 AM




____________________________      	_____________________________
Barry Lowes, Reeve	Trisha Huberdeau, CAO
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