[image: RMofEllice-Archie]Rural Municipality of Ellice - Archie Minutes
May 2nd, 2025


The R.M. of Ellice - Archie Council met in regular session on Friday, May 2nd, 2025 at the McAuley Municipal office.

Present:	
Reeve:			Barry Lowes		
Councillors:		Angelo Fouillard		Devon Gurniak
Gab Huberdeau	Marla Dyke		
		Chris Judd		Eugene Fouillard
				

CAO:			Trisha Huberdeau
		
Regrets:         		Monica Pethick	
	
			                                           	
								
Reeve Barry Lowes called the meeting to order at 8:03 am.

Foreman Report
[bookmark: _Hlk530135478]Roland:  Rd 163W culvert needs replaced, undermined and road damaged during spring run-off; Silver creek road washed out but culverts are still in place; DU dam that was removed by Tibbits did not make any difference to the water levels this spring; Sidewalk projects being planned for the summer. 

Jaret: Spring run-off went pretty well for the most part – typical low levels went over; New culverts on 173W by Olivers held well; Culverts at Waterers still a struggle, pipe ends are bent up; Culvert in border road near Robins may need changed – backed up a lot this spring; Line flushing in McAuley to begin this month; Valve at lagoon needs replaced – waiting for approvals; Public bathrooms in park will be opened today; Need to get a shield for the rear window of the new Tractor.

Agenda
[bookmark: _Hlk518553985]Resolution 126-25 (M. Dyke / A. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk501020577][bookmark: _Hlk518372327][bookmark: _Hlk60925220][bookmark: _Hlk108511535]BE IT RESOLVED THAT we adopt the agenda as amended.
CARRIED

Minutes
Resolution 127-25 (C. Judd / E. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk60925271][bookmark: _Hlk134616979][bookmark: _Hlk173926972][bookmark: _Hlk179453385][bookmark: _Hlk108511560]BE IT RESOLVED THAT we adopt the minutes from the Regular Meeting held April 11th, 2025.
CARRIED

Accounts
[bookmark: _Hlk518554286]Resolution 128-25 (M. Dyke / E. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk60925283]BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council of the RM of Ellice-Archie approves the Bank Reconciliation and cheques #10947- 11021 & Direct Deposits #351 - #352 totalling $605,610.40 for the month of April 2025 be passed and paid as presented.
CARRIED.

Resolution 129-25 (A. Fouillard / C. Judd)
[bookmark: _Hlk173926998][bookmark: _Hlk489532122][bookmark: _Hlk60925295]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council approves the Budgetary Control Status Report as of April 30th, 2025.
CARRIED

[bookmark: _Hlk506208336]Resolution 130-25 (D. Gurniak / M. Dyke)
[bookmark: _Hlk489532134][bookmark: _Hlk60925308]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the indemnity and mileage for the Reeve and Council for the month of April 2025 be paid inclusive as the amount submitted.  
CARRIED

Delegations
No scheduled delegations

Public Hearing 
No scheduled public hearings

Unfinished Business
Resolution 131-25 (M. Dyke / A. Fouillard)
WHEREAS in the Province of Manitoba, reconnaissance soil surveys were completed between 1926 and 1996 and detailed soil surveys were completed between 1972 and 2022, classifying surface soils by their agricultural capability in accordance with the Canada Land Inventory; and
WHEREAS the soil classification from the Canada Land Inventory referenced in the Planning Regulation, the Water Rights Regulation, and the Nutrient Management Regulation are defined as: the mineral soils are grouped into seven classes according to their potentialities and limitations for agricultural use. Where Class 6 soils are capable only of producing perennial forage crops, and improvement practices are not feasible and Class 7 soils have no capability for arable culture or permanent pasture; and 
WHEREAS Manitoba Environment and Climate Change through the Drainage and Water Rights Licensing Branch regulate drainage within the Province of Manitoba through the Water Rights Act; and
WHEREAS all persons including municipalities must obtain a valid and subsisting license as per the Water Rights Act; and 
WHEREAS development of land cannot take place without obtaining a valid drainage license to construct pertinent development features such as roads and ditches; and 
WHEREAS the Drainage and Water Rights Licensing Branch, as of 2019, has implemented an internal policy in which drainage licenses on Class 6 and 7 soils cannot be approved, for registrable or licensable projects; and 
WEHREAS the term “registerable project” is defined, separately from other licensable projects for drainage works, in the Water Rights Act. These are typically minor or less impactful drainage projects, often involving surface or subsurface drains. Registration allows for a streamlined process compared to full licensing, but still ensures compliance with regulations; and 
WHEREAS licensable applications for water control works are not restricted on Class 6 and 7 soils, only “registerable projects” are restricted per the Water Rights Regulation; and
WHEREAS municipalities recognize the need to restrict development in environmentally sensitive areas and critical/significant wildlife habitats such as wetlands and habitats for migratory species; and
WHEREAS The Planning Act, The Planning Regulation, The Environmental Act, The Water Protection Act, The Water Rights Act, The Water Rights Regulation, and The Nutrient Management Regulation do not restrict the issuance of Water Control Works Licenses on Class 6 and 7 soils; and 
WHEREAS the municipalities recognize that some subclasses of Class 6 and 7 soils are strongly associated with presence of wetlands, however development of wetlands is already limited per the Water Rights Regulation; and 
WHEREAS many subclasses of Class 6 and 7 soils are often viewed as desirable for rural subdivisions, lakeside cottage developments, and campgrounds due to their lack of agricultural capability, including soils which: 	
· Have a restricted rooting zone depth for crops,
· Contain poisonous plants to farm animals, 
· Are heavily forested, 
· Are affected by drouthiness (sandy and gravely soils), 
· Have high salinity, 
· Have high groundwater table, 
· Are too stony to permit cultivation, and 
· Have a topographic slope of greater than 31%; and
WHEREAS the Canada Land Inventory soil classification system used in the reconnaissance and detailed soil surveys was published in 1965, this classification speaks only to agricultural uses, and predates current drainage practices and drainage regulations by 60 years; and 
	WHEREAS the Drainage and Water Rights Licensing Branch is applying this internal policy to all undeveloped lands on Class 6 and 7 soils, regardless of current zoning designations; and 
WHEREAS many municipalities are experiencing significant loss of developable land, portions of which have already been designated/zoned for development, from the implementation of this internal policy; and 
WHEREAS this internal policy is unnecessarily restricting development and the potential for increased tax-base of municipalities; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the AMM lobby the Province of Manitoba to only enforce current limitations published in the Acts and Regulations, and remove the internal policy denying Water Control Works Licenses on Class 6 and 7 soils; and 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Province of Manitoba engage AMM to participate as stakeholders in the preparations of future internal policies within the Drainage and Water Rights Licensing Branch to adequately evaluate the impact of these internal policies on growth and future development.  
CARRIED

Councillor G. Huberdeau arrived at the meeting at 8:40am

In Camera
Resolution 132-25 (G. Huberdeau / E. Fouillard)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Ellice – Archie Council do now move into an “In Camera Session”, with the discussions to remain confidential.
CARRIED

Discussion regarding employees was held. 

Resolution 133-25 (A. Fouillard / D. Gurniak)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the “In Camera Session” be adjourned and that the council resume the business on the agenda.
CARRIED

Unfinished Business
[bookmark: _Hlk178251790][bookmark: _Hlk192762973]Resolution 134-25 (D. Gurniak / E. Fouillard)
WHEREAS the CAO advertised for a full-time Public Works position;  
AND WHEREAS the CAO and Employee Committee conducted interviews for the position on April 30th, 2025;  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council of the RM of Ellice – Archie authorizes the CAO to offer Robert Dix the full-time Public Works position with terms of employment as outlined in their Employment Agreement.   
CARRIED

Resolution 135-25 (M. Dyke / A. Fouillard)
WHEREAS the CAO advertised for a Contract Labour position for the Ditch Mowing program;  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council of the RM of Ellice – Archie authorizes the CAO to offer Kevin Carefoot Contract Labour position to complete the Ditch Mowing Program for 2025 with terms of employment as outlined in their Contract Labour Agreement.   
CARRIED

Resolution 136-25 (C. Judd / M. Dyke)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Rural Municipality of Ellice – Archie accepts Hudbay Minerals Inc offer to renew the long standing Lease for a final five-year term (without any additional right to extend the term) as per offer presented to council on April 25th, 2025. 
CARRIED

General Business
Resolution 137-25 (M. Dyke / D. Gurniak)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes the CAO and council members to attend the 2025 Midwestern District Meeting held in Erickson-Clanwilliam on June 18th, expenses paid as per policy.
CARRIED

Resolution 138-25 (C. Judd / E. Fouillard)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT council authorizes $250 donation to the St. Lazare Veteran Banner Committee program. 
CARRIED

Resolution 139-25 (C. Judd / A. Fouillard)
WHEREAS Manitoba Assessment has deleted Roll P-3745.000; 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council authorizes the CAO to cancel the outstanding prior year taxes on Roll P-3745.000. 
CARRIED

Resolution 140-25 (A. Fouillard / D. Gurniak)
WHEREAS the council has received and reviewed Proposal to Subdivide pt. SW-30-17-28-W, Subdivision File No: 4101-25-8722 from Manitoba Municipal and Northern Relations, Community Planning; 
AND WHEREAS the council has discussed the application for subdivision for the purpose of severing 14.29 acres from an existing 307.24 acre parcel, leaving a residual land area of 292.95 acres for the purpose of separating the farmstead from the agricultural land; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT council approves the Subdivision File No: 4101-25-8722 the condition the applicant shall apply for a conditional use for the Non-Farm Dwelling and a Variance Order for Proposed Lot 1 to increase the site area from 10 acres to 14.29 acres within the “AG” Agricultural General Zone as necessary to ensure compliance with the Rural Municipality of Ellice – Archie Zoning By-Law #05-2019.
CARRIED

Resolution 141-25 (M. Dyke / C. Judd)
[bookmark: _Hlk197074938]BE IT RESOLVED THAT council of the R.M. of Ellice-Archie authorizes the CAO to accept the Offer to Lease Mineral Rights, on the N ½ of 13-13-28 WPM as per Offer to Lease from Millennium Land Ltd dated April 24th, 2025 with no amendments.
CARRIED

Resolution 142-25 (M. Dyke / C. Judd)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council authorizes the CAO issue a donation in the amount of $1,000 to the “A Foundation For Care” campaign by the Brandon Regional Health Centre Foundation. 
CARRIED

By-Laws & Policies 
[bookmark: _Hlk192763458]Resolution 143-25 (C. Judd / M. Dyke)
[bookmark: _Hlk187314242][bookmark: _Hlk189638845]BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council gives second reading to By-Law #07-2025 Tax Levy for 2025.
CARRIED

Resolution 144-25 (G. Huberdeau / D. Gurniak)
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the council gives third and final reading to By-Law #07-2025 Tax Levy for 2025.
CARRIED

[bookmark: _Hlk34910196]Recorded Vote: 
For: B. Lowes, A. Fouillard, G. Huberdeau, C. Judd, E. Fouillard, M. Dyke, D. Gurniak, M. Pethick
Against:
Abstained: M. Pethick (Absent)


Citizen Complaints/Concerns 
No complaints or concerns to discuss

Committee Reports
Fire Chief Reports / Incident Reports were reviewed and discussed. 
Council members presented their councillor reports

Communications
FROM	DISPOSITION
1. NCC Grant Approval for Porta Potties at Fort	NOTED & FILED
1. MWPD – Dean Gurniak demo permit	NOTED & FILED

Adjournment		
Resolution 145-25 (C. Judd / E. Fouillard)
[bookmark: _Hlk189639048]BE IT RESOLVED THAT we adjourn.  The RM of Ellice-Archie is to meet again in Regular session:  Friday, June 13th, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. in McAuley.
CARRIED.

Meeting adjourned at: 10:21 AM.




____________________________      	_____________________________
Barry Lowes, Reeve	Trisha Huberdeau, CAO
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